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Progress since Berlin’12: Building on success and learning from failure 

(I) EU ex-post CS 
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Progress since Berlin: Building on success and learning from failure 

(II) IBE ex-post CS 

 

 

 

 



Five ex-ante Case Studies for an in-depth analysis of  Water Governance Challenges and Opportunities… 

  Task Reference basin 

4.1     Floods and water logging (HU) Tisza 

4.2     Droughts and water scarcity (SP) Tagus and Segura  

4.3     Ecosystem services and  

biodiversity conservation (FR) 

Seine-Normandie  

4.4a    Macroeconomic perspective: 

Water Quantity (GR) 

Pinios & Tagus and 

Segura 

4.4b    Macroeconomic perspective: 

Water Quality (DK) 

Odense and Seine-

Normandie 



 … guided by a comprehensive Assessment Framework: 

4 

> The Assessment Criteria are: 

 Environmental outcomes 

 Economic outcomes 

 Distributional effects 

 Institutional background 

 Policy implementability 

 Transaction costs 

 Uncertainty 



What kind of  instruments we are proposing and what their novelty is 
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  Case Study EPIs 

4.1     Floods and excess water -Innovative payments to farmers for the temporary storage 

of floods/excess water 

- Financial incentives for permanent land use change 

- Runoff charge 

- Tax or tradable permit approach 

4.2     Droughts and water scarcity -Water trading 

-Drought insurance in irrigated agriculture 

-Smart pricing  

4.3     Ecosystem services and biodiversity 

conservation 

-Premium to hydropower  

-EPIs to enhance flood retention capacity 

-EPIs for wetlands and nature conservation 

-Compensation to agriculture for ecosystem services 

4.4a    Macroeconomic perspective: Water 

Quantity 

-Generic: hydro-economic model to assess the performance 

of EPIs 

-Generic: Link the hydro-economic model to the SEEAW 

-Generic: DSS for the optimal use of EPIs 

4.4b    Macroeconomic perspective: Water 

Quality 

-Tradable quotas for fertilisers 

-Voluntary approaches for nutrient reduction 

-Prescription of BAT (Best Available Technology) 

 



The Conference Programme in a nutshell 
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Programme - Day 1 – Wednesday, February 6th, 2013 

09.00 – 09.30 Registration & Breakfast 

09.30 – 10.00 S1 · Opening Session 

10.00 – 11.00 S2 · Key policy questions at the forefront 

11.00- 11.30 Coffee Break 

11.30 – 13.00 S3 · Ex-ante assessment of innovative EPIs 

13.00 – 14.15 Lunch Break 

14.15 – 16.00 S4 · Break out session. Case studies working groups (parallel sessions) 

16.00 – 16.30 Coffee Break 

16.30 – 17.50 
S5 · An interactive panel discussion between experts from the Inspiration 

Beyond the EU (IBE) group, the EPI-Water consortium and participants 

17.50 – 18.10 Time out: soft drinks and water 

18.10 – 18.45 S6 · From research outcomes to policy messages 

18.45 – 19.00 S7 · Closing session 

20.30 Dinner 

 

Programme - Day 2 – Thursday, February 7th, 2013 

09.00 – 09.30 Breakfast 

09.30 – 09.40 S8 · Opening of session of day 2 

09.40 – 10.30 
S9 · Key results of the ex-ante assessment of innovative EPIs for water 

management (progress to date) 

10.30 – 10.45 Time out: soft drinks and water 

10.45 – 12.45 S10 · Mainstreaming issues: EPIs from a wider perspective 

12.45 – 13.45 Lunch Break 

13.45 – 14.45 S11 · A tour d’horizon of IBE members’ views 

14.45 – 15.00 Time out: soft drinks and water 

15.00 – 16.15 
S12 · Putting research results in the policy context - last thoughts from PTT 

members 

16.15 – 16.35  S13 · Moving Forward, next steps in EPI-Water  

16.35 – 17.00  S14 · Closing Session 

17.00 End of the Conference 

 



What are EPIs for? 
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 To align incentives, and then decisions of  water users with collective goals. 

 To improve water governance. 

 To adapt (and rely on) current institutions with a practical sense. 

 By new and innovative ways. 

 Based on voluntary rather than prescribed behaviour for the purpose of  

collective welfare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why innovative? 

• No one size fits all solutions. 

 

• Neither single nor magic bullets. 

 

• EPIs are not substitutes of  prevailing institutions… 

• … but rather complements that need to find their place in the water 
policy mix (and the institutional set-up needs to adapt accordingly). 

 

• Many water problems are new (climate change, human actions driven risks, risk 

management instead of  quantity and quality, the importance of  preserving water ecosystems...) 

 

• Old solutions are not well fitted. 

 

• Water issues cannot be seen in isolation (water is an essential element of  many 
sectoral policies and for Green Growth…) 
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How could it come about? How to make it happen? 
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R I S K  R E D U C T I O N  

O P P O R T U N I T Y  E N H A N C E M E N T  

Political Opportunity 

Political Risk 

Economic 

Benefit 

Economic  

Cost 

Many pre-conditions not already 

in place: 

 building trust,  

 allowing transparency and 

accountability,  

 rooting in expertise and 

scientific evidence…, 

 involving third parties,  

 justifying the role of  the 

government,  

 empowering society,  

 adapting the norms (to 

allow for flexible 

decisions),  

 transmitting a sense of  

social justice, 

 gaining political 

acceptability.  

 

It is worth pursuing?  
 

Subramanian, Brown, and Aaron  (2012) REACHING ACROSS THE WATERS 

Facing the Risks of Cooperation in International Waters. World Bank. Water Papers. 
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Thanks for your attention 
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