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Executive summary





The two-year pilot project FREEMAN aims at assisting efforts to boost resilience of communities in flood prone areas. In FREEMAN flood resilience enhancement spans three domains: 1) risk perception and communication, 2) flood risk assessment and flood forecasting systems and 3) flood policy framework and institutional set-up. This project combines these three areas in one research done across three countries. Sites of major flood events in Belgium, Germany and Italy will be revisited. 





At the final phase of the project an important task is to organize dissemination and exploitation of the project results in order to ensure that the results are meaningful for flood managers and policy makers. These activities include the production and distribution of guidelines, brochures and policy briefings. The project will conclude with a workshop on European level, with contributions from the project consortium as well form the case studies flood managers. 











Intended outcome 





FREEMAN will disclose concrete opportunities to increase flood resilience. Important factors that affect flood resilience as well as strategies and measures that increase flood resilience will be identified and conveyed to decision makers, flood managers, the general public and the scientific community. Another aim is to provide guidance on the integration of flood resilience into flood risk management as a contribution to the implementation of the Flood Risk Directive (FRD).














Project duration





September 2009 – August 2011














Project costs [€]





€303,300; requested funding: 90,3%














Dissemination and Implementation actions





Guidelines on flood resilience and flood risk management.


Identification of quick wins.


Publication of brochure and policy briefings.


International workshop for experts and authorities. 








Geographical focus of research (test sites)





Belgium, Flanders: Demer river basin.


Germany, Niedersachsen: the rivers Leine and Innerste. 


Italy, Calabria: Soverato and Vibo Valentia flood sites.














Funded by





Waterbouwkundig Laboratorium (Flanders)


Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung (Germany) 


ISPRA (Italy)














Contact details





Jan Cools


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Jan.cools@soresma.be" ��Jan.cools@soresma.be�


+32 9 261 6338





Marc Huygens


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Marc.huygens@soresma.be" ��Marc.huygens@soresma.be�


+32 9 261 6300























Methods and data to be intended to use





Analysis of interplay of institutions and policy responses.


Questionnaires and interviews with citizens, administrators and other important key figures. Evaluation of available flood event management tools. Comparative analysis of study sites.
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